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Course Title: Operate a Tractor 

SAQA ID: 262804 

NQF Level: 2 

Credits: 8 

 

Course Description: 

This course provides training for the safe and efficient operation of tractors, primarily used in agricultural, 
construction, and landscaping environments. The course includes practical training on tractor controls, pre-
operational checks, manoeuvring techniques, and safe operation guidelines, equipping learners with the skills 
to handle tractors in various work contexts. 

Course Objectives: 

By the end of this course, learners will be able to: 

• Conduct pre-operational inspections and perform basic maintenance on a tractor. 

• Operate the tractor efficiently and safely in various conditions. 

• Understand load distribution, towing, and attachment operations. 

• Adhere to safety protocols and respond appropriately to potential hazards. 

Benefits of Completing this Course: 

• Gain essential skills for operating a tractor in agricultural, construction, and related sectors. 

• Improve productivity and safety awareness in tractor handling. 

• Increase employability with a recognized tractor operation certification. 

• Enhance knowledge of equipment maintenance and safe handling procedures. 

Who Should Attend: 

• Agricultural workers responsible for plowing, towing, or material handling. 

• Construction and landscaping professionals using tractors in their operations. 

• Supervisors overseeing tractor operations. 

• Individuals seeking to learn safe and efficient tractor operation techniques. 

Assessment: 

Assessment will be based on the learner’s ability to: 

• Conduct pre-operational checks and maintenance tasks. 

• Demonstrate safe operation techniques in various scenarios. 

• Participate in discussions and practical activities on load handling, towing, and safety protocols. 

 



"making your skills a priority" 
Specific Outcomes and Assessment Criteria: 

By successfully completing this SAQA Unit Standard, learners will demonstrate competency in the following: 

1. Conduct Pre-Operational Checks and Basic Maintenance on the Tractor: 

o Inspect tractor components, such as brakes, tires, and hydraulics, to ensure safe operation. 

o Perform basic maintenance tasks and report any defects or issues. 

o Assessment Criteria: Practical assessment of pre-operational checks and maintenance 
procedures. 

2. Operate the Tractor Safely and Effectively: 

o Manoeuvre the tractor safely in various terrains and conditions. 

o Control speed, turning, and attachments to manage load stability and safety. 

o Assessment Criteria: Practical exercises demonstrating effective and safe tractor operation. 

3. Attach and Detach Implements Safely: 

o Attach, adjust, and detach tractor implements or trailers securely. 

o Ensure correct use of implements for tasks such as plowing, towing, or lifting. 

o Assessment Criteria: Practical assessment of implement attachment and detachment. 

4. Follow Safety Procedures and Emergency Protocols: 

o Adhere to safety standards to prevent accidents and respond to potential hazards. 

o Understand and implement emergency response actions when necessary. 

o Assessment Criteria: Group discussions and practical exercises on safety procedures and 
hazard response. 

 

By completing this course, learners will develop practical skills to operate a tractor responsibly, contributing to 
improved efficiency, safety, and productivity in their work environments. 

 


